
THE DETROIT NEWS 2025 HOLIDAY CHEER FOR CHARITY CONTEST 
O4icial Rules 

 
NO PURCHASE OR DONATION (AS DEFINED BELOW) NECESSARY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE VOTING 
ROUND (AS DEFINED BELOW).  SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL 
LAWS AND REGULATIONS. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. 
 
1.  Sponsor.  The Holiday Cheer for Charity Contest (the “Contest”) is sponsored by The Detroit News, 
6001 Cass Ave, Detroit, MI 48202 (the “Sponsor”). 
 
2.  Contest Period.  The Contest will begin at 12:00 noon Eastern Time (ET) on November 3, 2025, 
and end at 12:00 noon ET on December 15, 2025 (the “Contest Period”). 
 
3.  Eligibility. Subject to the additional restrictions below, the Contest is open to the following ten 
(10) non-profits in the metro Detroit area (each the “Charity” and collectively the “Charities”):  
 

• 42 Strong - The Tate Myre Foundation;  
• Seedlings Braille Books for Children; 
• The Cassie Hines Shoes Cancer Foundation 
• Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit;  
• The Children’s Center of Wayne County;  
• Mint Artists Guild;  
• Detroit Area Pre-College Engineering Program; 
• Detroit Area Agency on Aging;  
• Kids on the Go; and  
• Detroit Food Academy 

 
Employees, contractors or interns of the Sponsor, Gannett Co., Inc., Detroit Free Press, Inc., Digital 
First Media, Media News Group, Michigan.com, and each of their respective divisions, aciliates, 
parent companies, subsidiaries and advertising and promotional agencies, and the immediate family 
members of, and any persons domiciled with, any such employees, contractors or interns, are not 
eligible to participate in the Contest.  Residents of a European Union member state or United States 
residents who are located in a European Union member state are not eligible to participate in the 
Contest. 
 
4. How to Participate; Voting and Donation Rounds.  
The object of the Contest is to highlight the participating local Charities during the 2025 holiday 
season.  Participants are encouraged to vote for their favorite Charity during the Voting Round as 
detailed below.  The five (5) Charities that receive the highest number of Votes (as defined below) 
during the Voting Round will advance to the Donation Round, as described below. In the event of a 
tie where more than five (5) Charities receive the highest number of Votes, all tied Charities will 
advance to the Donation Round. 
 
Voting Round. The Voting Round starts at 12:00 noon ET on November 3, 2025 and ends at 12:00 noon 
on November 17, 2025 (the “Voting End Date”). Voting is open only to individuals who are eighteen 
(18) years of age or older (or the age of majority in his or her state of residence) at the time of voting 
(each the “Voter” and collectively the “Voters”).   Voters should vote for their favorite Charity by 



visiting the Contest’s ocicial registration page at www.detroitnews.com/cheer2025.  The Voter must 
complete all the required information (including name and email address) and follow all posted 
instructions to vote for their favorite Charity. The Voter should then submit their vote by clicking 
“SUBMIT” (each the “Vote” and collectively the “Votes”).  There is no fee to submit a Vote in the 
Contest.  Multiple Voters are not permitted to share the same email address. Limit of one (1) Vote per 
Voter, per day. Multiple Votes by means of software-generated or other automated processes will be 
disregarded.  Votes will not be accepted through e-mail, facsimile, U.S. Postal Service, other express 
delivery services, or at the ocices of the Sponsor or any Charity.    Votes will not be accepted after the 
Voting End Date. 
 
Donation Round: The Donation Round will start at 12:00 noon ET on December 1, 2025, and end at 
12:00 noon ET on December 15, 2025. To donate money to their favorite Charity, individuals, business 
representatives or organization representatives should visit the Contest’s Fund Razr page, complete  
the required information and follow all posted instructions to donate to their favorite Charity (each 
the “Donation and collectively the “Donations”).  A minimum of a $10.00 Donation is required to 
participate in the Donation Round. Donations are accepted only from (a) individuals who are 
eighteen (18) years of age or older (or the age of majority in his or her state of residence); (b) 
businesses or (c) other organizations (each the “Donor and collectively the “Donors”).  
 
Winning Charity 
The Charity that receives the highest amount of Donations through the Contest’s FundRazr page 
during the Donation Round will be named the “Winning Charity”. In the event of a tie among Charities, 
the Winning Charity will be selected in a random drawing from among all tied Charities.  Ocline 
donations (those donations outside of the FundRazr page) will not be accepted for purposes of the 
Contest. 
 
The Contest participant’s computer must accept cookies, or any successor or similar technology, 
which may be used to submit Votes or Donation tracking. Ad blocking software on the participant’s 
computer needs to be disabled so that it doesn’t interfere with processing a Vote or Donation. 
 
5.  Contest Participation; Communications.  As a condition of voting or donating to a Charity in the 
Contest, each participant gives consent for the Sponsor to obtain, process, store and deliver his or 
her name, address and other collected information to the Sponsor and to Sponsor’s service 
providers and business partners: (i) for the purpose of administering this Contest; (ii) to comply with 
applicable laws, regulations and rules; and (iii) to communicate with the participant about offers and 
promotions from the Sponsor and the Sponsor’s affiliates and/or business partners. Any information 
a participant provides to the Sponsor may be used to communicate with a participant in relation to 
this Contest or on a Contest winner’s list and/or for the other purposes specified herein.  
 
6.  Privacy; Opt-Out.  Collection and use of personally identifiable information will be in accordance 
with the Sponsor’s Privacy Policy or the applicable business partner’s privacy policy. Any email 
communication from the Sponsor, its service providers and/or its business partners will contain an 
Unsubscribe link enabling the participant to opt-out of further communications (except for Contest  
administration if the participant continues to participate after unsubscribing). A participant may 
request deletion of his/her account by e-mailing the Sponsor and following the instructions provided.  
Sponsor’s Privacy Policy:  www.gannett.com/privacy-statement. 
 



7. Prize. The Winning Charity will be awarded $20,000 in the form of a check made payable to the 
Winning Charity. 
 
8.  Winner Notification and Acceptance. A representative of the Winning Charity will be notified on 
or about December 15, 2025 at the email address or phone number provided by the Winning Charity.  
Prizes are nonassignable and nontransferable; no substitutions allowed.  The Winning Charity is 
solely responsible for reporting and payment of any taxes on prizes. A representative of the Winning 
Charity may be required to complete an acidavit of eligibility/liability and publicity release (the 
“Acidavit”) on behalf of the Winning Charity, except where prohibited by law, which must be returned 
as directed by Sponsor. Failure to sign and return the Acidavit, or to comply with any term or condition 
of these Ocicial Rules, may result in the Winning Charity’s disqualification, the forfeiture of its 
interest in the prize, and the award of the prize to a substitute winner. Except where prohibited, 
acceptance of any prize constitutes the consent of the  representative of the Winning Charity to the 
publication of the Winning Charity’s name and company information in any media, including without 
limitation the internet, for any commercial or promotional purpose, without further compensation.  
 
9.  Odds of Winning.  Voting Round - Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible Votes 
received by a Charity.   Donation Round - Odds of winning depend on the total number of eligible 
Donations received by a Charity.   
 
10. Participation. By participating in the Contest, all Voters, Donors, and Charities agree to be bound 
by these Ocicial Rules and the decisions of Sponsor. Sponsor reserves the right to disqualify Voters, 
Donors or Charities found tampering with or otherwise abusing any aspect of this Contest as solely 
determined by Sponsor. In the event the Contest is compromised by a virus, non-authorized human 
intervention, tampering or other causes beyond the reasonable control of Sponsor which corrupts or 
impairs the administration, security, fairness or proper operation of the Contest, Sponsor reserves 
the right in its sole discretion to suspend, modify or terminate the Contest. Should the Contest be 
terminated prior to December 15, 2025, Sponsor reserves the right to award the prize based on the 
Donations received before the termination date.  Sponsor will not be responsible for incomplete, lost, 
late, postage-due, misdirected or illegible Votes or Donations, or for failure to receive Donations or 
Votes or other electronic communications due to transmission failures or technical failures of any 
kind, including, without limitation, malfunctioning of any network, hardware or software, whether 
originating with sender or Sponsor. In the event of a dispute, all Votes and Donations will be deemed 
to have been submitted by the owner of the ISP account from which they were sent. For these 
purposes, an ISP account holder shall mean the natural person assigned to such ISP account by the 
Internet access provider, online service provider, or other organization responsible for assigning ISP 
addresses for the domain associated with such ISP account. Any questions regarding the number of 
Votes submitted by the owner of an ISP account shall be determined by Sponsor in its sole discretion. 
If a dispute arises regarding compliance with these Ocicial Rules, the Sponsor may consider, in its 
sole discretion, data reasonably available to the Sponsor through information technology systems in 
the Sponsor’s control, but the Sponsor will not be obligated to consider any data or other information 
collected from any other source.    Charities are prohibited from obtaining Votes or Donations by 
any fraudulent or inappropriate means, including, without limitation, o4ering prizes or other 
inducements to members of the public, as determined by Sponsor in its sole discretion.  If the 
Sponsor concludes, in its sole discretion, that any Charity has colluded with any Voter and/or Donor 
to violate these Ocicial Rules or has participated in or actively encouraged such activity, whether 
directly or indirectly, the Sponsor may disqualify that Charity from further participation in the 
Contest.  



11. Good Conduct.  A Charity may be disqualified from the Contest if the Charity or the Charity 
representative partakes in any activity or act that, in the Sponsor’s reasonable judgment, (a) tends to 
bring the Charity into public disrepute, contempt, scandal, or ridicule, or tends to shock insult, or 
ocend the majority of the consuming public or any protected class or group; and/or (b) may in any 
way injure or adversely reflect on the name, goodwill or reputation of the Sponsor’, its aciliates, or 
respective products, logos or trademarks (“Negative Acts”). If the Charity or the Charity 
representative commits any of the Negative Acts, the Sponsor shall have the right, in its sole and 
absolute discretion, to disqualify such Charity, without any further obligation or liability to the 
Charity.     
 
12.  Suspension/Modification/Termination.  In the event the Sponsor is prevented from continuing 
with any part of the Contest by any event beyond its control, including, but not limited to, fire, flood, 
pandemic, epidemic, earthquake, explosion, labor dispute or strike, act of God or public enemy, 
communications or equipment failure, utility or service interruptions, riot or civil disturbance, 
terrorist threat or activity, war (declared or undeclared), interference with the Contest by any party, 
or any federal, state, local or provincial government law, order, or regulation, order of any court or 
jurisdiction, or other cause not reasonably within the Sponsor’s control (each a “Force Majeure” 
event or occurrence) the Sponsor shall have the right to modify, suspend or terminate the Contest 
and the awarding of the prize.  The Sponsor additionally reserves the right, in its sole determination: 
(a) to modify, suspend or terminate the Contest at any time; or (b) to permanently disqualify any 
participant or Charity that the Sponsor reasonably believes has been: (i) tampering with the voting 
and/or donation process or the operation of the Contest; (ii) acting in violation of these Ocicial Rules; 
or (iii) acting in an unsportsmanlike manner. 
 
13. Construction. The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision of these Ocicial Rules shall not 
acect the validity or enforceability of any other provision. If any such provision is determined to be 
invalid or otherwise unenforceable, these Ocicial Rules shall be construed in accordance with their 
terms as if the invalid or unenforceable provision was not contained therein. 
 
14. Sponsor.  The decisions of Sponsor regarding the selection of the Charity Winner and all other 
aspects of the Contest shall be final and binding in all respects. Sponsor will not be responsible for 
typographical, printing or other inadvertent errors in these Ocicial Rules or in other materials relating 
to the Contest.  
 
15.  Winner Name and Questions.  For the name of the Winning Charity please contact Lilly 
Schroeder at lschroeder@gannett.com.  For a copy of these Ocicial Rules, send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to “Ocicial Rules” Detroit News – Holiday Cheer for Charity, 6001 Cass Ave, 
Detroit, MI 48202.  
 
16. Questions.  If you have any questions regarding this Contest, please contact Lilly Schroeder at 
lschroeder@gannett.com. 


